
From: James Ehlers [mailto:james@mychamplain.net]  

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2015 12:55 PM 

To: Didi Brush; Agatha Kessler 

Subject: Agatha, Didi, could you make a copy of the attached report available to your members? 
Government Accountability Office Report on the TMDL Process 

   

“The sample of 25 TMDLs reviewed by water resource experts GAO contacted seldom contained all 
features key to attaining water quality standards. According to the National Research Council and EPA, 
these features—some that are beyond the scope of EPA’s existing regulations—include identifying 
pollution-causing stressors and showing how addressing them would help attain such standards; 
specifying how and by whom TMDLs will be implemented; and ensuring periodic revisions as needed. 
The experts found, however, that 17 of 25 long-established TMDLs they reviewed did not show that 
addressing identified stressors would help attain water quality standards; 12 contained vague or no 
information on actions that need to be taken, or by whom, for implementation; and 15 did not contain 
features to help ensure that TMDLs are revised if need be. GAO’s review showed that EPA’s existing 
regulations do not explicitly require TMDLs to include these key features, and without such features in 
TMDLs—or in addition to TMDLs—impaired water bodies are unlikely to attain standards.” 

  

 All the best, 

James Ehlers, Executive Director 
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... because a swimmable, drinkable, fishable Lake Champlain is the only option. 


